The late Reverend 


FOHN JOHNSON, A.M. 


Vicar of CRANBROOK, in KE Nr. 


8. the late Rev* Thomas Brett, LI. D. 


Together with Three of 


Mr. JounsoN's Poſthumous Tracts, 
Viz. 

L The Primary} cent c with Devoti- 
ons for the Altar. 

II. A SERMON preached at Canterbury School-Feaſt, on 
. xi. 29. With a PREFACE, ſhewing that al- 

ical Letters were never winthatres dT 96a 
firſt learned an Alphabet from Go p. 


HI. An Explanation of DAN IE 1's Prophecy of the LXX 
| WeEeEks. 


AND AN 


APPENDI X, 


CONTAINING 
Some Letters written to him by the late Rev! GzorG's 
rn and by RonxERT NELSON, Eſq; 


Alſo ſome of two Letters from Mr. JoHN SON to 
Dr. BRE Tr. 


By i, ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, * ye bave 
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pas Londen, printed by . Bzrrannam, 


For CyuarLtEes HiTcCH, at the Red Liam, in Pater- 
'  Neſfter-Rew; and WILLI AM RusSsSEL, at Heract's 
Head, without Temple-Bar., MpccxLvili. 


Love one to another. St, 8 xiii. 35. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


$ i HERE having been no more 

Copies of Mr. Fohnſon's Poſthumous 

Works printed than were ſubſcrib- 
ed for, ſome Perſons have long wiſhed to 
ſee a ſecond Edition, if not of all the Tracts, 
yet, at leaſt, of the three now publiſhed, 
that ſo they might come into more Hands, 
and the Subjects of them be thereby further 
canvaſſed by the Learned. In order to 
this, Leave was aſked of Mr. Johnſon's 
Executrix, who (though ſhe has ſtill ſome 
Copies of the former Edition remaining in 
her Harids, which were returned by one 
who had ſubſcribed for 35, yet) from a 
commendable Zeal to ſee the PRIMITIVE 
CoMMUNICANT come abroad again into 
the World at a more eaſy Price,* was no 


The Subſcription was at ten Shillings in Sheets, and he 
is deferminied to let none be ſold under that Price. 


ſooner 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


ſooner aſked, than her Conſent was obtain- 
ed. 
Mr. Johnſon's Executrix at the ſame 
Time imparted ſome original Letters alſo 
from Dr. Hickes and Mr. Nelſon, with 
Leave to make what Uſe of them ſhould 
ſeem fit: And the Life of Mr. Jobn- 
fon was communicated by the Reverend 
Mr. Nicholas Brett, the worthy Son of the 
pious and learned Writer of it, as were the 
two Letters from Mr. Johnſon to Dr. Brett, 
Part of which may be ſeen in the Ap- 
pendix : From all which the Reader will 
perceive, that though theſe great and good 
Men differed in ſome Things, they never- 
theleſs maintained a fervent Charity, and a 
hearty Intercourſe of all good Offices to- 
wards each other. So that in this, as well 
as in their Zeal for the Whole of pure Pri- 
mitive Chriſtianity, they appear well worthy 
of the Imitation of all that ſhall come after 
them. | 94 
Mean Time the Publiſher would not be 
thought accountable for any Thing farther 
than a faithful Edition, and for hav- 
ing altered nothing in the Tracts, ſave only 
the correcting ſome obvious Errors of the 
Preſs in the former Edition. Nor does he 
affect to detain the Reader with any Sen- 
| . 5 1 timents 
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timents of his own, either concerning the 
Life, or the three Treatiſes : And ſhall 
moreover only ſay, by Way of Apology for 
the Appendix, that having got theſe Let- 
ters into his Hands, and finding himſelf 
charmed with the open and Chriſtian In- 
tercourſe which had prevailed amongſt thoſe 
great and good Men, eſpecially between 
Dr. Hickes and Mr. Johnſon, who, from 
abſolute Strangers to each other, became at 
once ſuch intimate Friends, as to be (like 
the firſt Chriſtians indeed) of one Heart and 
of one Soul; who, from having differed 
ſomewhat in their Notions about the Doc- 
trine of the EucuAaR1sT, came to agree in 
every Thing * relating to that ſublime Myſ- 
tery ; and who aimed at no other End in 
all their Labours, than how to promote the 
Glory of God and the Happineſs of Man- 
kind, by advancing the Knowledge and 
Practice of pure Religion, the true Princi- 
ples of the Reformed Church of England, he 
concluded that the Letters would not be 
unacceptable to others alſo, and therefore re- 
ſolved on giving the Publick this Specimen, 
regretting, at the ſame Time, that he could 
not come at Mr. Johnſon's Letters, either 


* Appendix, Page 393- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


to Dr. Hickes or Mr. Nelſon, which might 
have rendered the Appendix ſtill more agree- 
able and complete. 


N. B. Several incidental Things in the a- 
bovementioned Letters, which concern- 
ed particular Perſons, whether living or 
dead, have been omitted, whilſt other 
Paſſages, relating only to Principles or 
Parties of Men, have been ſuffered to 
go abroad, in order to ſhew more fully 
what Opinion the Writer had of ſuch 
Parties and Principles ; and in this Light, 
it is hoped, the Reader will conſider 
them. 
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Reverend Mr. JOHNSON, 


Late Vicar of Cranbrook in the County 
of Kent and Dioceſe of Canterbury. 


OHN JOHNSON was born De- 
F cember the 3oth, 1662. He was the 

Son of the Reverend Mr, Thomas Fohn- 
ſon, Vicar of Frindſbury near Rocheſter, in 
Kent, by his Wife Mary the Daughter of 
the Reverend Mr. Francis Drayton, Rector 
of Little Chart in the ſame County within 
the Dioceſe of Canterbury. 


His Father having been m0 about 
four Vears died, leaving this Son and one 


Daughter to the Care of his Wife, with a 


ſmall Eſtate, which lying near Canterbury, 
ſhe ſettled in that City, where ſhe continued 


a a Widow 
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The LIFE of the 


a Widow for above ſixty Years, dying about 
the goth Year of her Age, about two Years 
after the Death of her Son, She put him 
to the King's School in that City, where he 
made ſuch a Progreſs in the learned Lan- 
guages, Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, under 
Mr. Lovejoy, the then Maſter of that School, 
that when he was little more than fifteen 
Years of Age he was ſent to St. Mary Mag- 
dalene College in Cambridge, where he was 
admitted under the Tuition of Mr. Turner, 
a Fellow of that Houſe, March 4, 1671. 
And in Lent Term 168 he took the De- 
gree of Bachelor of Arts as a Member of that 
College. Soon after he was nominated by 
the Dean and Chapter of Canterbury to a 


_ Scholarſhip in Corpus Chriſti (commonly called 


Bennet) College, being of the Foundation 
of Matthew Parker, the firſt Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, after the Settlement of the 
Reformation under Queen Elizabeth : To 
which he was admitted April 29, 1682, 


under the Tuition of Mr. Beck, Fellow of 


that Houſe, He took the Degree of Maſter 
of Arts as a Member of that College at the 
Commencement 3685. Soon after he en- 
tered into Deacon's Orders, and became Cu- 


rate to Mr, Thomas Hardres at Hardres, near 


Canterbury, And was ordained Prieſt in King 
Henry 


Reverend Mr. JonnsoN. 


Henry the Seventh's Chapel, Weſtminſter, 
by Dr. Thomas Sprat, Biſhop of Rocheſter, 
and Dean of that Church, Decem. 19, 1686. 
And July 9, 1687, he was collated to the 
Vicarage of Boughton under the Blean, by 
Archbiſhop Sancroff, And by the ſame 
Archbiſhop he was allowed to hold the Vi- 
carage of Hernhill adjoining to Boughton, 
by Sequeſtration : Both which Churches he 
ſupplied himſelf, preaching one Part of the 
Day at one Church, and the other at the 
other. 

Although be ed ſo young upon the 
Cure of Souls, yet by his firſt Sermon he 
convinced his Pariſhioners, and all others 
that heard him preach it, which were not a 
few, that he was well qualified for that 
Charge. His Text was Heb. XIII. 17. 
Obey them that have the Rule over you, and 
Submit yourſelves : For they watch for your 
Souls as they that muſt give an Account: That 
they may do it with Joy, and not with Grief : 
For that is unprofitable for you. From which 
Words he took Occafion to inform them what 
was his own Duty to them, and how he 
purpoſed faithfully to diſcharge it, and alfo 
what he might reaſonably expect from them. 
And this he did in ſuch a Manner, as to 
convince all that heard him, that, as young 

: a 2 as 


The LIFE of the 
as he was, he very well underſtood his Of- 
fice, and how he ought to execute it, and 
that he was not a Perſon whoſe Youth they 
might deſpiſe. And he proceeded anſwer- 
able to this Beginning ; ſo that he was both 
beloved, and reſpected, in both his Pariſhes : 
And was ſoon taken Notice of by the neigh- 
bouring Clergy of Canterbury, and the adja- 
cent Parts, as one no Ways inferior, except 
in Age, to any Pariſh-Prieſt in the Dioceſe, 

In the Year 1689, October 24, he mar- 
ried Margaret the Daughter of Thomas Jenkin, 
Gent. of the Iſle of Thanet, and Siſter to 
the Reverend Dr. Robert Fenkin, late Maſter 
of St. John's College in Cambridge, and to 
the Reverend Mr, Henry Fenkin, Rector of 
Tilney in Norfolk. 
About this Time there was one Sale, a 
vile Fellow, who had counterfeited Holy 
Orders, and forged Letters of Ordination for 
that Purpoſe, who came into this Dioceſe, 
and taking Advantage of the Confuſion oc- 
caſioned by the Revolution, and when Arch+ 
biſhop Sancroft was under Suſpenſion, and 
before Archbiſhop T:/lot/on was conſecrated, 
he made it his Buſineſs to find out what Liv- 


ings were held by Sequeſtration only, and 


got the Broad Seal for one for - himſelf, and 
another for his Father, for whom he had 


3 alſo 
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alſo forged Letters of Orders. Mr. John ſon 
hereupon thought it neceſſary to take Inſtitu- 
tion to Hernbill, to prevent Sale, or any 
ſuch Perſons, depriving him of that Benefice. 
And the Archbiſhop being then only ſuſ- 
pended ab Officio, not a Beneficio, preſented 
him to Hernhill, to which he was inſtituted, 
Ofober 16, 1689, by Dr. George Oxenden, 
Vicar-General to the Archbiſhop, but at that 


Time to the Dean and Chapter of Canter- 


bury, Guardians of the Spiritualities, during 
the Archbiſhop's Suſpenſion, But as the Liy- 
ing had been held by Sequeſtration fo long as 
to be lapſed to the Crown, he found it ne- 
ceflary to corroborate his Title with the 
Broad Seal, which was obtained April 12, 
1690. 

In the Vear 1697 the Vicarage of St. 
John's, to which the Town of Margate in 
the Iſle of Thanet belongs, becoming void, 
Archbiſhop Teniſon the Patron, confidering 
the Largeneſs of the Cure, was very defirous 
to fix upon ſome better than ordinary qualified 
Perſon to ſupply it, and could think of no 
one ſo proper for it as Mr. Johnſon, and 
therefore entreated him to undertake the Care 
of that Place : And becauſe the Benefice 
was very ſmall, and the Cure very great, the 
eee collated him to the Vicarage of 

2 4 Appledore, 


—— 
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The LIFE of ve 
Appledore, on the Borders of Romney Marſh, 
on the firſt Day of May 1697, but Mr. 
John ſon choſe to hold Margate by Sequeſ- 
tration only. At this Place he was no leſs 
beloved, and reſpected, than he had been at 
Boughton, And having now two Sons ready 
to begin to be inſtructed in Learning, he 
would not fend them abroad to School, but 
taught them himſelf, ſaying, that he thought 
it as much the Duty of a Father: to teach his 
own Children, if he was capable to do it, 
as it was for the Mother to give them. Suck 
in their Infancy. And becauſe he believed 
they would learn better in Company than 
alone, he took two or three Boarders to 
teach with them, being the Sons of ſome 
particular Friends. He was much impor- 
tuned by ſeveral others of his Acquaintance 
to take their Sons, but he refuſed, For he 
was well known, and his Ability in all Parts 
of Learning fo much eſteemed, that though 
he lived in a Corner of the County, yet he 
might have had a large Houſe full of Boarders, 
if he had pleaſed. But finding that he 
could not attend his little School, and his 
great Cure, and his Studies in ſuch Manner 
as he defired to do, he humbly entreated his 
Patron the Archbiſhop to give him Leave 
entirely to quit Margate, and retire to his 
| Cure 
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Cure at Appledore, which with ſome Diffi- 
culty was at laſt granted him: But not till 
his Grace had made Inquiry throughout his 
Dioceſe, and the Univerſity, for one that 
might be fit to ſucceed him. 

He ſettled at Appledore in the Year 1703, 
and as ſoon as his eldeſt Son went to the Uni- 
verſity, which he did before the Age of 
fifteen, in the Year 1705, he diſmiſſed all 
his Boarders, ſending his other Son to School, 
till he was of Age to be put out an Appren- 
tice, He ſeemed much pleaſed with Apple- 
dore, at his firſt Retirement thither, as a 
Place where he could follow his Studies 
without Interruption, But this Satisfaction 
was not of long Continuance. For that 
marſhy Air in a Year or two's Time brought 
a ſevere Sickneſs both on himſelf and his 
whole Family, ſo that they were all like to 
die in their Turn ; but it pleaſed God they 
all eſcaped at that Time, However his Con- 
ſtitution, which tilt then had been very 
ſtrong and vigorous, was ſo broken by the 
Sickneſs he there fell into, that he never per- 
fectly recovered it afterwards. This made 
him deſirous to remove from thence as ſoon 
as he could. And the Vicarage of Granbrook 


becoming void, he defired the Archbiſhop to 
beſtow it on him, which his Grace readily 


a 4 granted, 
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granted, and accordingly collated him to it 
April 13, 1707. And there he continued 
*till his Death, holding Appledore, where he 
maintained a conſtant reſident Curate, and 
Cranbrook together. And as Cranbrook was 
a very large Cure, though but a ſmall Bene- 
fice, he for many Years before he died kept 
a Curate there to aſſiſt him. Nor did he 
leave Appledore ſo entirely to his Curate, as 
not to make his Pariſhioners there frequent 
Viſits, and to preach, and officiate amongſt 
them. 

In the Year 1710, and again in the Year 
1713, he was choſen by the Clergy of the 
Dioceſe of Canterbury to be one of their 
Proctors for the Convocation, ſummoned to 
meet with the Parliament in thoſe Years. 
And as the firſt of thoſe Convocations was 
permitted to fit and treat of Buſineſs (though 
they brought none to Perfection by Reaſon 
of the Difference between the two Houſes) 
he conſtantly attended whilſt any Thing was 
there treated of. And hereby his Parts and 
Learning came to be known, and eſteemed, 
by the moſt eminent Clergy of the Province, 
as it had been before by thoſe of the Dioceſe 
where he lived. So that from this Time he 
was ficquently ſought to, and had Letters 
ſent to him from the remoteſt Parts of the 

Province 


Reverend Mr. Jouns o. 


Province of Canterbury, and ſometimes from 
the other Province alſo, to defire his Opinion 
in Matters relating to Learning, Religion, 
and Eccleſiaſtical Laws. 

He continued at Cranbrook about eighteen 
Years, very much loved, and highly eſteem- 
ed, by all hisPariſhioners, who were Friends 
to the Church of England as by Law eſta- 
bliſhed. But as there were many Diſſenters 
of all Denominations in that Place, and 
ſome, who though they frequented the 
Church, yet ſeemed to like Diſſenters better 
than Church-men, I cannot ſay how they 
loved, or eſteemed, him : However his Life, 
and Converſation, was ſuch, that even they 
could find nothing in him to diſpleaſe them, 
except his known Affection to the Church 
of England, Some of theſe Favourers of 
the Diſſenters endeavoured to make him 
uneaſy, and to ſpirit up a Party in the Pariſh 
againſt him, but failed in their Deſigns ; 
his Friends were too many for them. 

A little before he left Appledore he began 
to diſcover that Learning to the World (which 
till this Time was little known beyond the 
Dioceſe where he lived, except to ſome par- 
ticular Acquaintance) by printing ſeveral 
Tracts. Though his Modeſty was ſuch, 
that he would not put his Name to them, 
till they had at leaſt a ſecond Edition, 
The 
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The firſt of theſe was a Paraphraſe with 
Notes on the Book of Pſalms according to 
the Tranſlation in the Common-Prayer Book, 
which he publiſhed in the Year 1706, giv- 
ing it this Title, Holy David and his old Eng- 
liſh Tranſlators cleared, containing, 1. Di- 
rections for the more devout Uſe of the 


Pſalms, and a ſhort Hiſtorical Account of 
the Tranſlation and Tranſlators. 2. The 


Pſalter or Pſalms of David after the Tranfla- 
tion of the great. Bible, pointed as they are 
to be ſung or ſaid in Churches, with large 
explanatory Notes. 3. A general Defence 
of this old Tranſlation, in Anſwer to all 
the Objections and Cavils have been raiſed 
againſt it. He choſe to vindicate this Tran- 
ſlation, becauſe the Clergy are obliged to give 
their Aſſent and Conſent to it, as well as to 
other Parts of the Book of Common-Prayer. 
And in this Work he ſhewed himſelf to have 
been a great Mafter both of the Greek and 
Hebrew Languages, eſpecially with regard 


to the Holy Scriptures, and an excellent Cri- 


tic to judge where it may be more proper to 
follow the Tranſlation of the Septuagint, ra- 
ther than the preſent Hebrew Copies as point- 

ed by the Maſorites. 
The next Book which he wrote and pub- 
liſhed, was the Clergyman's Vade-Mecum, 
Or 


Reverend Mr. JonunsonN, 


or an Account of the ancient and preſent 
Church of England, the Duties and Rights 
of the Clergy, and of their Privileges and 
Hardſhips. Containing full Directions relat- 
wg to Ordination, Inſtitution, and Induc- 
tion, and moſt of the Difficulties which they 
commonly meet with in the Diſcharge of 
their Office. Here he ſhewed himſelf to 
be well ſkilled in all the Laws of this Church 
Civil and Eccleſiaſtical. And this Book was 
ſo well received by the Publick, eſpecially 
the Clergy, that about every third Year there 
was a Call for a new Impreſſion ; for in 
about 15 Years there were no leſs than five 
Editions of it, the firſt Edition in the Year 

1708, and the fifth in the Year 1723. 
After-this, in the Year 1709 he wrote and 
publiſhed — The Clergyman's Vade-Mecum, 
Part II. containing the Canonical Codes of 
the Primitive, Univerſal, Eaftern and Weſtern 
Church, down to the Year of our Lord 
787. Done from the original Greek and La- 
tin, omitting no Canon, Decree, or any Part 
of them that is curious or inſtructive: With 
explanatory Notes, a large Index, and a 
Preface, ſhewing the Uſefulneſs of the Work, 
with ſome Reflections on two Books, called 
Moderate Non-conformity, and the Rights 
of the Church, In this ſecond Part he 
ſhewed 
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ſhewed himſelf to be no leſs ſkilled in the 
Eccleſiaſtical Laws and Diſcipline of the an- 
cient Church; than in the former he had 
ſhewed it in the Laws and Diſcipline of his 
own Church. This Book has alſo had a 
third Edition, 

In the next Year, vig. 1710, he wrote 
and publiſhed the Propitiatory Oblation in 
the Holy Euchariſt, truly ſtated and defend- 
ed from Scripture and Antiquity, and the 
Communion Service of the Church of Eng- 
land, in which ſome Notice is taken of Dr. 
Hencock's Anſwer to Dr. Hickes, This lit- 
tle Piece, as likewiſe all that he had hitherto 
publiſhed, came out without his Name. This, 
as I obſerved before, as to the former Books, 
we may reaſonably ſuppoſe he did out of 
Modeſty, as being willing to continue in the 
ſame Obſcurity he had done till this Time. 
But the Books, when they had been read, 
gave ſo general a Satisfaction, that People 
could not help enquiring who was the Au- 
thor of them: Neither could his particular 
Friends, to whom he had been ſo kind as 
to make Preſents of them, forbear to let 
the World know to whom they were obliged 
for thoſe valuable and uſeful Treatiſes. But 
as to this Propitiatory Oblation, he has him- 
ſelf given us the Reaſon why he conceals his 

Name, 
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Name, at the very Beginning of that Book, 
where he ſays, © The impartial Reader will 
c not entertain any Prejudice againſt this 
«© Treatiſe for coming abroad without a 
Name, if he do but conſider how dange- 
* rous it is for a Man openly to plead on 
e that Side of the Cauſe for which I have 
declared in my Title Page. A very learned 
Divine has been ſometimes in Words at 
length reproached for being enclined to 
„ Popery, becauſe he had freely declared 
5 his Mind to.this Purpoſe. His Adverſary 


*© 18 not content to hint this Suſpicion once 


or twice, but repeats it almoſt twenty 
Times in a Book conſiſting of little more 
* than 200 Pages; and I do not think it 
** neceſlary to give Opportunity to ſuch Men 
eto mark me out for Deſtruction, by load- 
ing me with that infamous Character.“ 
And then the Biſhop of Norwich, Dr. Trim- 
nel, having in a Charge to his Clergy (printed 
a little before the Publication of this Trac) 
made ſome Reflections on a Paſlage or two 
in the ſecond Volume of the Vade-Mecum, 
Mr. Johnſon added a Poſtſcript to vindicate 


that Paſſage from his Lordſhip's Objections; 


But notwithſtanding his Endeavours to 
conceal himſelf, he was quickly known to 
be the Author of this Book, which was ſoon 

| after 


X11 


The LIFE of the 


after reflected on by one Dr. Viſe of Canter- 
bury, and ſome others who were deſirous to 
make their Court to the then Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, who did not approve the Doctrine 
of the Euchariſtic Sacrifice, which put Mr. 
Jobnſon quite out of Favour at Lambeth, 
during the remaining Part of Archbiſhop 
Teniſon's Time. However this did not diſ- 
courage him from going on to maintain what 
he believed to be the Truth. Hereupon he 
reſolved to handle the Argument more tho- 
roughly, and to ſet the Chriſtian Sacrifice in 
its full Light, and to prove the Holy Eucha- 
riſt to be a true and proper Sacrifice from the 
Authority of the Holy Scriptures, and the 
Teſtimonies of ancient Fathers and Liturgies 
of the firſt four or five Centuries after Chriſt, 
This was a Work that required Time and 
Eabour to collect Materials, and JO 
to make a proper Uſe of them. 

However in about three Vears Time he 
finiſhed the firſt Part of this very uſeful 
Work, which was publiſhed in the Beginning 
of the Year 1714, with this Title, © The 
** Unbloody Sacrifice and Altar unveiled and 
** ſupported. In which the Nature of the 


*« Euchariſt is explained according to the 


<« Sentiments of the Chriſtian Church in the 


four firſt Centuries, Proving that the 


« Euchariſt 
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% Euchariſt is a proper material Sacrifice, 
That it is both Euchariſtic and Propi- 
e tiatory, That it is to be offered by pro- 
e per Officers. That the Oblation is to be 
** made on a proper Altar. That it is to be 
conſumed by Manducation. To which is 

added a Proof that what our Saviour ſpeaks 

concerning eating his Fleſh and drinking 
** his Blood in the fixth Chapter of St. John's 
© Goſpel is principally meant of the Eucha- 
« riſt, With a Prefatory Epiſtle to the 
Lord Biſhop of Norwich. Animadverſions 


cc 
ee 


cc 


* on Dr. Viſe's Book, which he calls the 


% Chriſtian Euchariſt ſtated. And fome 


Reflections on a ſtitched Book entitled, 


cc 


An Anſwer to the Exceptions made againſt 
«the Lord Biſhop of Oxford's Charge.” — 
To this Book he ſet his Name : For he was 
now ſo well known, that it was in vain for 
him to think of concealing himfelf any longer, 
And after this his Name was alſo placed be- 
fore the following Editions of his Yade- Mecum, 


At the End of this firſt Part of the Un- 


bloody Sacrifice is added an Appendix, in 
which is contained a Collection of the moſt 
material Paſſages relating to the Nature and 
Deſign of the Euchariſt, which are to be 


found in the Primitive Fathers, from St. 


Clement, who was Contemporary with the 


' 8 AApoſtles, 


t 
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Apoſtles, to Theodorite, who flouriſhed about 
the Beginning of the fifth Century : And 
in the ancient Canons, from thoſe called the 
Apoſtolical Conſtitutions, which learned Men 
are generally agreed to have been compiled 
before the Council of Nice, though ſince in- 
terpolated, and from the Apoſtolical Canons, 
which Biſhop Beveridge has proved to have 
been made in ſeveral Councils of the three 
firſt Centuries to the Council of Toledo, A. D. 
400. adding alſo what is teſtified concerning 
this Matter by the Council of Con/tantinople, 
which was holden in the Vear 754, and 
condemned the Worſhip of Images: Alſo 
what is to be found relating to this Subject 
in the moſt ancient Liturgies uſed in the ſe- 
veral Parts of the Chriſtian Church, begin- 
ing with the Clementine Liturgy, which he 
believed to be the moſt ancient, and which 
is acknowledged by almoſt all the Learned 
verſed in ſuch Matters to be elder than the 
Council of Nice: The Liturgy of St. James, 
uſed anciently in the Church of Jeruſalem : : 
The Liturgy of St. Mari, uſed anciently in 
the Church of Alexandria: The Liturgy of 
St. Bajil, compiled in the fourth Century for 
the Uſe of the Churches of Cappadocia, and 
which is ſtill uſed upon certain Days in the 


Churches ſubject to the Patriarch of Con/tan- 
tinople : 
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zZinople > The Liturgy of St. Chryſoſtom, writ- 
ten about the ſame Time for the Uſe of the 
Patriarchate of Conſtantinople, and which is 
ſtill there uſed, except on ſuch Days as St. 
BajiPs Liturgy is appointed: The Liturgy 
of St. Peter, which Archbiſhop Fake in his 
Preliminary Diſcourſe to his Tranſlation of 
the Apoſtolical Fathers (Pag. 102. 2d Edit.) 
ſuppoſes to have been the ancient Liturgy of 
the Churches of Rome and Antioch, where 
St. Peter was ſometime Biſhop : And in the 
laſt Place the Sacratnentary of St. Gregory, 
who ſent Auguſtin to convert our Saxon An- 
ceſtors from Heatheniſm to Chriſtianity. 

In the Prefatory Epiſtle to this Book, ad- 
dreſſed to the Right Reverend the then Lord 


Biſhop of Norwich, Dr, Trimnel, he uſes 


a true Engliſb Freedom with that Prelate, 
yet is in no wiſe wanting in the Reſpect due 
to his Character. At the Beginning of his 
Addreſs he ſays, © My Lord, you are one 
e of that Right Reverend Order, which 
© has always been eſteemed till now of very 
© late to have had the Guardianſhip of the 
&« Altar, in an eſpecial Manner committed 
« to it by Chriſt Jeſus himſelf. One Biſhop 
e and one Altar has been looked upon as the 
e diſtinguiſhing Motto of the Apoſtolical 
© Church ever ſince the Time of St. 1gna- 

b «© tins; 
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ce ius; and to contend pro Aris (for the Al- 


tars) has ever been thought honourable/in all 


% Men; but eſpecially in thoſe whoſe Bu- 
« ſineſs it is continually to attend them.” 

And Page x. he ſays, © I have Reaſon to 
expect, that all impartial Men ſhould be- 
© lieve what I now ſay, till our Opponents 
can produce a Proof of a Biſhop without 


an Altar, or a Liturgy without a proper 


* Sacrifice from the Remains of genuine 
* Antiquity.” And Page xxv. © I doubt 
© not, but in the Primitive Church, what- 
% ever Biſhop had oppoſed or depraved the 
* Sacrifice, he would have been immediately 
*© obliged to give Place to an Orthodox Suc- 
* ceſſor: For I have Reaſon to believe, 
*« that the ancient Biſhops, Clergy, and Peo- 
e ple, were not more uniform in any Point 


of Doctrine or Worſhip, than in their 


*© Notions and Practice concerning the Eu- 
* chariſtical Oblation. And at the Con- 
cluſion of this Prefatory Epiſtle, Page bIx. 


he ſays, T ſhall think it much more ho- 


* nourable in the Sight of God, and my 
ever bleſſed Redeemer, and of all truly 
«« judicious Chriſtians to be conſidered as the 
© laſt Prieſt of this Church, that ever wrote 
* in Defence of the Primitive Sacrifice, than 
to have been the firſt Biſhop that ever 


«<< wrote 
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* wrote againſt it.” In the ſame Epiſtle 
he alſo tak s Notice of the then Biſhop of 
Oxford, Dr. Talbot, and one or two more 
who had written againſt the Euchariſtical Sa- 
crifice, and expoſes the Weakneſs of their 
Arguments with Judgment and Smartneſs. 
And the Book itſelf gives ſatisfaftory Proofs 
of all that is promiſed in the Title Page. In 
which he ſhewed himſelf ſo much an Over- 
match for all his Adverſaries in Learning as 
well as Reaſoning, that none attacked him 
afterwards openly in a Manner worthy of 
his Notice. Indeed he had one great Ad- 
vantage of them, for he contended for the 
Truth : And as he obſerves in his Prefatory 
Epiſtle, Page xx11. Great zs the Truth and 
will prevail againſt the moſt powerful Oppo- 
nents, In a Word, he ſhewed himſelf a 
compleat Maſter of his Subject, and his Ad- 
verſaries appeared to have but a very ſuper- 
ficial Knowledge of it. 
However one Mr. Pfaffy, a Lutheran Di- 

vine, and Tutor to the young Prince of Mir-— 
tenberg, took upon him to be a kind of Mo- 
derator in this Controverſy, and was pleaſed 
to expreſs his Diſlike of ſome Things in this 
firſt Part of the Unbloody Sacrifice. And 
Dr. Turner, at that Time Vicar of Green- 
wich, and afterwards Prebendary of Canter- 
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bury, made ſome Reflections upon it in a 
Pamphlet called, The Chriftian Euchariſt 
no proper Sacrifice, wherein he charges Mr. 
Johnſon with Aſſertions not to be found in 
his Book, or any Thing like them : The 
ſame was alſo done by Mr. Lew:s, who was 
Mr. Johnſon's Succeſſor at Margate, who pre- 
tended that he wrote againſt him by the En- 
couragement of his Superiors. But we may 
be ſure they did not encourage him to write 
ſcurrilouſly, contrary to all the Laws of 
Friendſhip, of which Mr. Johnſon ſaid, he 
made the higheſt Profeſſion at the ſame Time 
that he publiſhed his Pamphlet. For Mr. 
Jobnſon and Mr. Lewis were for many Years 
intimate Acquaintance, and Mr. Johnſon was 
a very good Friend to Mr. Lewis, and be- 
lieved the Friendſhip to be reciprocal, till 
Mr. Lewis publiſhed his Pamphlet againſt 
him. Alſo his old Antagoniſt, Dr. Viſe, in 
a Letter to Dr. Brett, under the horrowed 
Name of Ezekze! Standfaſt, made ſome ſcur- 
rilous Reflections on Mr. Johnſon and this 
Book of his. But not one of theſe ſaid any 
Thing, that could deſerve an Anſwer; for 
none of them did invalidate one Argument, 
or Authority in the whole Book. 

In the Beginning of the Year 1717 (though 
the Printer, by Miſtake, has dated it 1718) 
| = he 
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he publiſhed, © The Unbloody Sacrifice and 
* Altar unveiled and ſupported, in which 
* the Nature of the Euchariſt is explained 
according to the Sentiments of the Chri- 
* ſtian Church in the four firſt Centuries, 
* Part II. ſhewing the Agreement and Diſ- 
*© agreement of the Euchariſt with the Sa- 
& crifices of the Ancients, and the Excel- 
* lency of the former, The great Moment 
of the Euchariſt, both as a Feaſt and a 
5 fSacrifice. The Neceſſity of frequent Com- 
© munion. The Unity of the Euchariſt, 
* The Nature of Excommunication, The 
© Primitive Method of Preparation, with 
«© Devotions for the Altar.” In the Preface 
to this Part he takes Notice of the foremen- 
tioned Perſons, who had written againſt his 
former Book, Mr, Pfaffy he treats like a 
Gentleman and a Scholar, becauſe he had 
ſhewed himſelf to be ſo, though his Objec- 
tions were eaſily anſwered. The others he 


juſt mentions, and treats them as they de- 


ſerved, 
Theſe two Books of the Unbloody Sacri- 
fice deſerve to be well read, and conſidered 


by every Divine. The clole methodical 


Way of arguing uſed in the firſt Part, the 
Multitude of Authorities cited from the Holy 


Scriptures, the Primitive Fathers, ancient 
b 3 Councils 
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Councils and Liturgies, do indeed render this 
Book not ſo agreeable and entertaining to 
common Readers, as are Kis Sermons and 
other Diſcourſes publiſhed ſince his Death. 
But as the Subject is weighty, the Reaſoning 
clear and ſolid, and the Matter what has 
not been ſo fully diſcuſſed by any one Au- 
thor ancient or modern, (for he ſeems to 
have exhauſted the Subject, as far as ſo great 
a Subject can be exhauſted) this Book deſerves 
a Place in every Clergyman's Study, and I 
wiſh all, eſpecially the younger Divines, 


would ſeriouſly and carefully peruſe it. And 


the ſecond Part, which is better adapted for 
the Uſe of common Readers, deſerves to be 
ſeriouſly read by every pious Chriſtian, And 
indeed the former Part was written by him 
chiefly for the Inſtruction of the Clergy in a 
Point of Divinity, which but few modern 
Writers have handled to any Purpoſe, which 
yet it is very neceſſary for them to underſtand, 
And the latter Part was deſigned by him for 
the general Uſe of all; and therefore is writ- 
ten in a more agreeable entertaining Man- 
ner, yet no leſs ſolid and uſeful than the 
former, This we learn from the Preface to 
his ſecond Part, where he ſays, The firſt 
** Part of this Work was compoſed for the 
* Uſe of them who had Leiſure, and Incli- 
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nation to enter into the more abſtruſe Parts 
of this Controverſy, Since my Publica- 
tion of it, I have been defired by Perſons 
of great Worth and Judzment, to draw 
up a Scheme of this Doctrine, and in as 
narrrow a Compals, and as plain a Stile 
as poſſible, for the Information of ſuch 
Readers as do not care to concern them- 
ſelves with Books that require long and 


_ earneſt Application, I have accordingly 


ſo contrived this ſecond Part, that though 


it be much leſs than the former, and be 


chiefly intended to compleat my whole 
Deſign on this Subject; yet the full View 
of the Sacrament of the Euchariſt may 
be taken from this Volume, To this 
End I have been obliged to repeat ſome 
Things in the Introduction, that had been 
ſaid in the firſt Part, and yet I may call 
them Improvements rather than Repeti- 


tions: And that a middling Reader might 


be capable of underſtanding the Book, I 
have always endeavoured to expreſs myſelf 
in the moſt known common Words, that 
our Language affords, or at leaſt that I 


could find, The Subject is ſeemingly 


new: For whatever is fo old as to be out 


of Wſe, has an Appearance of Novelty in 


the Eyes of the preſent Generation, But in 
Db 4 Truth 
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Truth the Sacrifice of the EuchARIST 
« js as old as Chriſtianity itſelf ; and Sacri- 
« fice in general is as old as Mankind. Now 
to revive Notions which have been long 
“ ſince out of Date, and to expreſs the 
«© Opinions and Practice of the Ancients in 
ce the Language of the preſent Age, and to 
* doit in ſuch a Manner, as to render their 
© Thoughts agreeable to the Reliſh of com- 
% mon Engliſh Readers, is no eaſy Matter. 
« However my End was to be underſtood 
* by all, If I miſs of my Aim, the Reader 
e 1s to impute it to my Want of Words.” 

This ſecond Part therefore of the Un- 
bloody Sacrifice is very proper to be read by 
all good Chriſtians that defire to be well in- 
ſtructed in the Nature of the Holy Eucha- 
riſt ; for they may learn it better from this 
one Book, than from all the numerous Trea- 
tiſes that have been written upon this weighty 
Subject, And in a very few Years after the 
Publication of this ſecoad Part, Mr. Johnſon 
had the Satisfaction to find, that though this 
truly Primitive Doctrine of the Chriſtian 
Church, which he endeavoured to revive in 
theſe two Books, was not ſo. heartily em- 
braced as he could wiſh, yet it was leſs ſpoken 
againſt, His Adverſaries were ſo far ſilenced 
as to ſuppreſs their railing Accuſations. of 
| Popery, 
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Popery, and durft no longer deny the Doc- 
trine to be true, only intimating as if they 
thought it a Doctrine, which, although 
true, yet was not neceſſary to be known. 
This appears from the Preface to the next 
Book, which I am to give an Account of, 
where at Page 1111. he ſays, 
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* Our Right Reverend Fathers do upon 


all Occaſions hint to us their Opinion of 


the Neceſſity of reviewing the Liturgy of 


the Church of England; and JI cannot 


but declare my Opinion, that there is no 
one Office in that Book, which more needs 


a Review than the Communion Service: 


And I cannot but conceive ſome Hopes 
that this will be done when our Convoca- 
tion ſhall be permitted to enter upon that 


Great Work. For I cannot but with Sa- 
© tisfaftion obſerve, that Divines of the 


greateſt Note in our Church do not ſpeak 
with ſuch Abhorrence, or expreſs ſo zea- 
lons Indignation againſt the Sacrifice, as 
they have formerly done. One of the 
moſt eminent of them, whom I could 
leaſt of all hope to favour my Sentiments, 
in a Sermon preached at an Anniverſary 
Meeting of the Charity Schools 1716, is 


content to ſay, that whether the Lord's 


Supper be a Real Sacrifice, or only a Com- 
*© memoration 


| 
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memoration of a Rea] Sacrifice, Divines 
are agreed that the ſpiritual Effects are 
the ſame, And it is true, that Divines, 
who do not believe the Euchariſt to be a 
Sacrifice, may, and probably do, propoſe 
to themſelves the ſame Ends in adminiſter- 
ing and receiving this Sacrament, with 
thoſe that believe it to be a Sacrifice; but 


the true State of the Queſtion is, whether 


they who do not believe it to be a Sacri- 
fice, nor adminiſter it as ſuch, do really 
obtain thoſe Ends ? Or whether it can be 
that Sacrament which was inſtituted by 
Chriſt, if it be not conſecrated 'm the 


Manner Chriſt directed? Or whether it 


can be truly conſecrated without being 
offered to God ? Further this'great Man 
thinks it much to be lamented, that Di- 


vines ſhould raiſe a Diſpute concerning 
that Point, (vig. the Sacrament of the 


Euchariſt) at a Time when it is openly 
denied, that the very Sacrifice of Chriſt 


was real and propitiatory. Now, with 


Submiſſion, I know no Time more ſea- 
ſonable for the Confutation of any falſe 


Doctrine, than that in which it was pub- 


liſhed and advanced. And by proving the 
Euchariſt to be a Sacrifice, we do by ne- 
ceſſary Conſequence prove Chriſt's natural 

. * Body 


c 


* 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


Lc 


cc 


cc 


* 
cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
Cc 


oc 


Reverend Mr. JounsoN. 


Body and Blood to have been a Sacrifice. 
And if it was a Sacrifice, it muſt unavoid- 
ably be propitiatory ; becauſe there never 
was any Sacrifice offered to God, but was 
propitiatory ; and Propitiation is eflential 
to a Sacrifice duly offered. And I muſt 
humbly declare my Opinion, that it is 
impoſſible to eſtabliſh the Doctrine of 
Chriſt's Body and Blood being a real Sacri- 
fice, by any other Arguments but thoſe 
by which we prove the Euchariſt to have 
been inſtituted as a Sacrifice by our Bleſſed 
Saviour. It would be a very great Hard- 
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ſhip upon the Aſſertors of the Sacrifice, if 


they muſt be reſtrained from publiſhing 
their Notions, till all the Socinians are 
dead. And it would much better have 
become this Great Man to have enjoined 
Silence to the Socinians, than to the De- 
fenders of this Apoſtolical Truth. And 
if we muſt be filenced, till we have 
proved the Reality of -the Sacrifice of 
Chriſt, without proving at the ſame Time 
the Sacrifice of the Euchariſ, I am pretty 
ſure we may ſtay till Doctnſday, and yet 
neither be able to do it ourſelves, nor to 


*© {ce it done by others,” 


The 
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The next Book he publiſhed (from the 
| Preface to which I have tranſcribed the pre- 
ceding Paragraph) 1s entitled, 
A Collection of all Eccleſiaſtical Laws, 
* Canons, Anſwers or Reſcripts, with other 
„ Memorials concerning the Government, 
© Diſcipline and Worſhip of the Church of 
« England from its firſt Foundation to the 
© Conqueſt, that have been publiſhed in 
* the Latin or Saxomc Tongues. And all 
the Canons and Conſtitutions Eccleſiaſtical 
« made fince the Conqueſt, and before the 
* Reformation, in any National Council, or 
** in the Provincial Synods of Canterbury 
« and York, that have hitherto been pub- 
© liſhed in the Latin Tongue, Now firſt 
* tranſlated into Engliſh with explanatory 
Notes, and ſuch Gloſſes from Lyndwood 
* and Athbone, as were thought moſt uſe- 
* ful”. There are two Volumes of this Book. 
The firſt contains the Eccleſiaſtical Laws, 
Sc. from the coming of Auguſtin the Monk 
to the Conqueſt, and the ſecond from the 
Conqueſt to the Reformation, And if it 
had pleaſed God to have ſpared his Life a 
little longer, he would have publiſhed a like 
Collection from the Reformation to this Time, 
much more full and compleat than what we 
have in Biſhop Sparrow, But he had ſcarce 
| begun 
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begun this, when it pleaſed God to deprive 
us of him, and to take him to himſelf, 


In the Preface to this Collection of Eccle- 


ſiaſtical Laws, Sc. he gives us his Reaſons 
for tranſlating and publiſhing them, ſaying 
Page v. There are four Ends which I 
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chiefly had in View in compiling this 
Work. The firſt, I confeſs, was Curio- 
ſity, and a Deſire of improving ſpecula- 
tive Knowledge,” And Page v11. he ſays, 
A ſecond Deſign I had in this Tranſlation 
was to furniſh out a ſtrong Antidote againſt 
Popery : And in this reſpect I cannot but 


recommend it to the Peruſal of ſuch of 


the Laity as may have entertained too fa- 
vourable Opinions of the Romz/h Religion, 
or may fall into the Hands of Popiſh Emiſ- 
ſaries. For as to the Clergy, I am fully 
perſuaded, there are none that ſtand in 
Need of any Antidote againſt the Errors 
and Superſtitions of the Church of Rome. 
I muſt have Leave here ſolemnly to pro- 
feſs, that of all the Clergy of the Church 


of England with whom I have intimately 
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and familiarly converſed (and few have con- 


verſed with more of them than I have 
done, in about thirty Years that I have 
officiated as a Prieft in this Church) I ne- 
ver found one ſingle Man, whom I had 

«« juſt 
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juſt Reaſon to ſuſpe& of any Inclination 


to Popery. And I cannot but eſteem it a 


very groſs Abſurdity to ſuppoſe, that any 


Number of them can have any Biaſs that 
Way : Forall that know Popery, as they 
do, muſt know Popery implies Slavery, 
as to Soul, Body, and Eſtate, all in one : 
And that the Slayery of the Clergy in that 


Church, hath always been greater than 


that of the Laity. The Cenſures of the 
Pope and his Agents ever fell heavieſt upon 


them; becauſe they were by this Means 


deprived of their Subſiſtence. They had 
frequent Taxes laid upon them by the 
Pope, and for his Uſe, over and above 
what were demanded by the Civil Go- 
vernment ; whereas the Laity paid no 
Tax to Rome but of Peter-Pence (or a 
Peny a Houſe) which was as nothing 
compared to thoſe Tenths upon Tenths, 
which were frequently exacted of the 
Clergy. Some few of the Prelates and 
Favourites of the Pope or King, who 
were indulged in enormous Pluralities of 
twenty or thirty Benefices held by Virtue 
of a Papal Diſpenſation, wallowed in 
Wealth and all Luxury : But the main Body 
of the Clergy, that is the Vicars, Curates, 
Pariſh-Prieſts, n and Maſs- 
A 
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Prieſts, and all thoſe in the inferior Orders, 
had, generally ſpeaking, but a bare Sub- 
ſiſtence : They that were Sub-deacons, 
or in any Order above that, were denied 
the common Liberty of Mankind, I mean 
lawful Marriage. Talians, and other Fo- 
reigners were, by the tranſcendent Au- 
thority of the Pope, poſſeſſed of many of 
the beſt Dignities and Revenues in the 
Church, and reaped the Profits of Cathe- 
drals and ReCtories, which perhaps they 
never ſaw, while many of the poor Eng- 
[i/h-born Clergy were glad to eat of the 
Crumbs which fell from their Tables, I 
mean to maintain themſelves with being 


their under Agents. Theſe, and many 
other, were the Grievances of the Clergy, 


while under the Tyranny of the See of 


XXX1 


Rome; I mean they were peculiar to 


them, over and above thoſe Hardſhips 
they endured in common with the Laity. 
And let it be confidered what Privileges 
they enjoyed to counterbalance all theſe 
Hardſhips. The Sum of theſe was, that 
they could not be hanged, or corporally 
puniſhed by the Hands of Laymen, though 


they deſerved it, at leaſt they could not 


be ſo treated without the Biſhop's Conſent; 
and no Man could lay violent Hands on 
| them 
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them without incurring very hard Cenſures 
and Penalties; Theſe were Privileges, 
which, it is to be hoped, not one of them 
in ten thouſand had Occaſion to make Uſe 
of. Nor was it out of Love to the Clergy, 
that theſe Privileges were claimed, but to 
maintain the ſole Dominion of the Pope 
over the whole Body of Eccleſiaſticks, and 
to keep the Civil Powers and Laity in 
Awe, from offending againſt thoſe who 
were then deemed the peculiar Subjects 
and Property of the Pope.” 

Page xxv111. he ſays, © Another End 
I propoſed to myſelf in this Collection, 
was to give the Reader a more full View 
of our preſent Conſtitution, than he can 
have from the Liturgy, Acts of Parliament 
and Canons in Engliſh made ſince the Re- 
formation only. For it is certain that the 
very worſt Part of the Conſtitutions con- 
tained in theſe Papers, I mean thoſe made 
by Archbiſhop Langton and his Succeſſors, 
down to Chichley, are partly yet in Force: 
Theſe are the Conſtitutions upon which 
Lyndwood wrote his Gloſs, and of theſe 
the Words of the Statute (25 Hen. 8. 


C. 19.) are to be underſtood, viz. Pro- 


vided always that ſuch Canons, Conſtitutions, 
Ordinances and Synodals Provincial being 
| * already 
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already made, which be not contrariant or 
repugnant to the Laws, Statutes and Cuſ- 
toms of this Realm, nor to the Damage or 
Hurt of the King's Prerogative Royal, 
ſhall now ftill be uſed and exeruted, as they 
« were afore the making this AF.” 

Pare X111, he gives us his fourth Reaſon, 
ſaying, * The laſt End I propoſed to my- 

* ſelf in this Work is, that the diſcreet 
Reader, by looking into the ancient Uſages 
* of our Forefathers, may diſcern which of 
them deſerve to be reſtored— Till of late 
* a Deference has been paid to what is An- 
cient, and a great deal of this Sort is to 

« be found in this Collection, at leaſt in the 

| former Part of it: And Papiſts do in no 
© Points, with ſo much ſhew of Reaſon, 
triumph over Proteſtants, as in thoſe few 
Particulars, in which they have Antiquity 


A 


cc 


cc 


, | © with them. And 1I think it concerns all 
that have a real Concern for the Refor- 
, | © mation, to filence their boaſting, by fol- 


* lowing the Pattern of the Primitive Church 
© in all Particulars ; and to be aſhamed to 
* ſee that our Forefathers with all their Ig- 
e norance a thouſand Years ago, trode more 
- | * cloſely in the Steps of the Primitive, and 

even Apoſtolical Fathers, in ſome Points, 
than we with all our Pretences to greater 
y | £& Knowledge and Purity.“ 
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In the Year 1724, the firſt Volume of 


his Unbloody Sacrifice received a ſecond 
Edition, to which he added a ſhort Preface, 
where he ſays, ©* It is ſome Comfort to 
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me that I live to ſee a ſecond Edition of a 
Book, of which it is hard to ſay, whether 
it colt me more Pains in compoſing, or 
more Patience in bearing the ſevere Cen- 
ſures have been paſſed againſt me for it. 
It is now more than ten Years ſince the 
firſt Publication, During all this Time, 
nothing that deſerves the Name of an An- 
ſwer has appeared againſt it; but only 
two or three impotent Pamphlets ; a 
Fardel or two of Calumny and Buffoonery, 
and now and then a Gird in a Sermon or 
printed Diſcourſe. The Generality of my 
Adverſaries have contented themſelves 
with ſaying ſome wild rude Things againſt 
the Doctrine or myſelf, and charging me 
in general with Abſurdities and Contra- 
dictions, which yet they have not been 
able to point out, however not to prove. 
The moſt modiſh and compendious Way 
of confuting my Books on this Subje& is 
by ſaying, that the Practice of ſome 
Churches is no neceſſary Rule for all: 

Yet no one has been able to ſhew us one 


* ſingle Church of two hundred Years ſtand- 


ing, 
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% ing, which did not own the Euchariſt to 
©© be a Sacrifice, and practiſe it as ſuch, — 
The Silence of our moſt able Divines 
« againſt the Doctrine of the Sacrifice, or 
© the little Notice they have taken of it, 
* may ſeem a tacit Approbation of it. 
However, if any of them are really Ad- 
“ verſaries to it, I ſhould be glad if they 
* would give the World a Specimen of the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt ſpecious Arguments, 
* that can be found againſt this Doctrine, 
% And I am perſuaded this had been done, 
if ſuch as are the beſt Judges had any 
* Thing to offer on this Head, which they 
* thought would bear the Teſt.” He was 
in Hopes he had his Wiſh, and that the 
Rev. Mr. now Dr. Rymer, had produced a 
material Argument againſt the Sacrifice of the 
Euchariſt, in his Book entitled, 4 general 
Repreſentation of Revealed Religion, printed 
for Walthoe 1723, having been informed 
that this learned Gentleman ſtrongly oppoſed 
his Doctrine. But when he came to examine 
the Doctor's Arguments, he found no Strength 
in them. They were plainly founded on a 
> | falſe Hypotheſis. Having therefore returned 
a full Anſwer to this Doctor, he adds, I 
think it neceſſary to renew my former 
- | © Requeſt to my Reader, vig, that he would 
Ws we C2 © take 
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© take my Sentiments, not from the Repre- 
«« ſentation of others, but from my own 
Books only: And I muſt add, that even 
e the Citations made from thoſe Books are 
„ not always to be depended on. I have 
ce freſh Occafion for this in a ſtitched Book, 
« entitled, The Doctrine of the Euchariſt 
% flated, printed for Bickerton 1720,” From 
this Book he quotes two or three notorious 
Miſrepreſentations of his Words, and then 
ſubjoins: © When this ſecond Edition was 
* almoſt out of the Preſs, I was informed 
e that the famous Dr. Clarke of St. James's, 
*« in the 12th of his 17 Sermons lately pub- 
liſhed, had undertaken to confute that 
Senſe of the Context of St. John VI. 
* which I have aſſerted.“ And having ef- 
fectually refuted Dr. Clarke's Interpreta- 
tion of that Context, he concludes with 
theſe Words: * In Truth this Sermon 
e ſeems the moſt haſty Performance that 
ever came from Dr. Clarke's Pen. I would 
* have no Man take a Meaſure of his Acu- 
* men, or his Clearneſs of Thought or 
«© Diction from this little Piece, which ſeems 
e ſcarce worthy of his great Name.“ All 
the Additions made to this ſecond Edition 
contain no more than one Sheet, vig. eight 
Ou of Preface, chiefly in Anſwer to Dr. 

Rymer 


* 


c 
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Rymer and Dr. Clarke, and about eight more 
at the End of his Book in Anſwer to a 
learned anonymous Friend, who had made 
ſome Objections to the Explication of the 
Context in John VI. But as there is nothing 
material in theſe Objections, thoſe who have 
the firſt Edition only may be very ealy, 
Some little Things he alſo publiſhed with- 
out a Name, as Paſtoral Advice to a young 
Perſon that intends to be confirmed by the 
Biſhop. And Paſtoral Advice to a young 
Perſon lately confirmed by the Biſhop, And 
ſome other little ſtitched Books, which he 
printed at his own Charge for the Uſe of his 
Pariſhioners, and diſtributed amongſt them. 
But the Books which I have here given an 
Account of are his moſt conſiderable Works, 
which have made him known to the preſent 


Age, and will tranſmit his Memory to future 


Generations. And theſe were all publiſhed 
by himſelf in his own Life-time. Some 
other Treatiſes he had prepared for the Preſs, 
which have been publiſhed ſince his Death 
by his Daughter, and only ſurviving Child, 
Mary, who was alſo his Executrix, 

The firſt of the Treatiſes he deſigned for 
the Preſs is ſtiled the Primitive Communi- 
cant, conſiſting of three Sermons or Diſ- 
courſes with Devotions for the Altar, The 

C3 firſt 
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firſt is on Heb. X. 8, 9. The ſecond on Luke 
XXII. 19, 20. The third on John VI. 27. 
Theſe we may call an Appendix to the Un- 
bloody Sacrifice, 

The next Treatiſe he deſigned for the 
Preſs is an Explanation of the Prophecy of 
ſeventy Weeks, as related in the ninth Chap- 
ter of Daniel. This Prophecy has very 
much puzzled Interpreters to make it agree 
with the Chronology of the Times from the 
giving of it to the coming of Chriſt. There- 
fore different Expoſitors have fixed different 
Beginnings to theſe ſeventy Weeks. Mr. 
Fohnſon ſhews that all theſe Difficulties pro- 
ceed from their following the Hebrew Text 
as pointed by the Maſorites. Now it is 
agreed by the Generality of the Learned, 
that theſe Points are modern, and therefore 
not to be regarded. Mr. Johnſon rejecting 
theſe Points, and reading the Hebrew accord- 
ing to the unpointed Letters, and comparing 
it with the old Halicæ Verſion and Tranſla- 
tions of Theodotion - and ' Aquila, he proves 


_ that the firſt ſeven Weeks or 49 Years are to 


be repeated, conſequently that there muſt be 
98 Years before the 62 Weeks begin, which 
added together, make 532 Years. Then 
he proves by Ptolomy's Canon, that from the 
firſt Year of Darius, which was alſo the 
firſt 
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firſt of Cyrus (at which Time Daniel ex- 
preſsly teaches the Decree went forth to build 
Feruſalem) unto the Birth of Chriſt was that 
Number of 532 Years. Then he ſuppoſes 
the laſt Week was not, like the reſt, to con- 
fiſt of 49 Years only, but its Length was to 
be judged by the Events, and that it con- 
tinued from the Birth of Chriſt to the De- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, which according to 
his Account contained 77 Vears. And he 
takes this Week to be different from the reſt, 
and of longer Continuance, becauſe it is ſtiled 
the One, Single or Eminent Week. 
The next Diſcourſe contains two Sermons 
or Diſſertations on the Nature of God and 
his true Worſhip, The Text is John IV. 
24. God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip 
him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Truth. 
In the firſt he ſhews us what a Spirit is, and 
then that God is ſuch a Spirit as he has de- 
ſcribed. © A Spirit, ſays he, fignifies ſuch 
* a Being only as has Power of thinking, 
* and that God, Angels, and the Souls of 
* Men are ſuch Beings.” Therefore the 
only Way to come at the Knowledge of God 
as a Spirit is to contemplate our own Souls, 
and obſerve what are _ principal Qualities | 
belonging to them. 1, Our Soul, that Be- | 
ing, or Subſtance bk us by which we 
C4 think, 
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think, that is apprehend, conceive, delibe- 
rate, reſolve, judge, argue, conclude, re- 
member, is what we call a Spirit. 2. Ano- 
ther Property of the Soul is, that it feels 


whatever affects the Body. For the Body 
without the Soul can feel nothing. 3. Ano- 


ther Property of the Soul is, that it can 


move the Body. There is perhaps nothing 


in Nature more ſtrange to a Man that duly 

conſiders it, than that Bodies of ſuch a Bulk 
as ours ſhould be moved by a Thought, We 
need but will or reſolve, and our Hands will 
work, our Feet walk, and our whole Body 
be put into Motion, and bends and turns it- 
ſelf into as many Poſtures as the Buſineſs re- 


quires, except when the Limbs are impeded 


by Sickneſs, Lameneſs, or the like. 4. The 
only remaining Property of the Soul to be 
mentioned on this Occaſion, is that it acts 
freely, has the Power of chooſing or re- 
fuſing: And in this it differs from all Things 


that conſiſt of Body or Matter only. This 


Property of our Souls makes us capable of 


virtuous Actions, and of being rewarded for 


them. Then he ſhews that God is ſuch a 


Spirit as he has deſcribed our Souls to be: 


But then he poſſeſſes all theſe Properties in 


an infinite Manner. 1. He thinks not in 
that de fective Manner we do, who can conſi- 


der 
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der but one little Obje& at once, for he at 
one fingle View diſcerns all Things, that 
ever were or can be, We are certainly ig- 
norant of the inward Eſſence of all Things: 
And there is Reaſon to believe there are more 
Things hid from us entirely, than there are 
of thoſe which in any Meaſure come under 
our Notice: But nothing is, or can be, hid 
from the Knowledge of God. And whereas 


our Memories contain only the imperfect Foot- 


ſteps of ſome few Things done ſome Vears 


or Ages paſt: God's Knowledge extends to 


all the greateſt, and moſt minute Particulars, 
nothing is, or can be, hid from him. 2. God 
is a perceiving Spirit. Our Souls have a 
Senſe or Perception of what is done to the 
Body, and we can ſee and hear what is done 
at ſome Diſtance from us. But the Percep- 
tion we have is liable to be taken from us, 
and often is ſo by Diſeaſes: And while we 
enjoy it in the moſt perfect Manner our Na- 
tures will allow, it often gives us Pain and 
Diſquiet. But God is an infinite Spirit, 
conſcious and equally conſcious to every 
Thing done in any Part of the Univerſe. 
He feels without Pain, he perceives without 
Uneaſineſs: And this moſt perfect Percep- 
tion 1s not liable to be impaired by any Infir- 
mities. 3. God is a Spirit that can move 

Matter 
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Matter or Body. We can after a Sort move 
our Bodies to do ſuch Things as are neceſſary 
for our Subſiſtence. Our Souls can at Plea- 
ſure move our Limbs, or command them to 
reſt, while the Body is in Health and Vigour ; 
Diſeaſes and Age, ſooner or later, diſable our 
Limbs. from obeying the Command of our 
Souls. And while we are in our beſt State 
of Youth and Strength, our Souls have no 
Power over our Stomach or other Vitals. 
But God is that moſt perfect Spirit, who is 
the firſt Mover of all Things, and in whom 
we ourſelves live, move, and have our Being. 
By his Power of moving Matter, and of im- 
preſſing what Laws of Motion he pleaſed 
upon it, he made this beautiful Frame of 


Things, which we now behold : And by 


continuing ſuch Laws of Motion as are proper 
for every Part of the World, he is its Pre- 
ſerver; and by his Power of ſuſpending, 
varying and revoking thoſe Laws at his Plea- 
ſure, he is its Governor. For every Part of 
Nature cannot but obey his Almighty Will, 
and move or ſtop at his irreſiſtible Sovereign 
Command. 4. God is a Spirit that acts 
with moſt perfect Freedom. The Soul of 
Man is ſo far free, that it cannot be forced to 
ſin without its own Confent : And the Body 
cannot do any Thing morally good or bad 

without 
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without its Direction. And the Soul by 
uſing this Freedom with Diſcretion is capa- 
ble, by God's Grace, of rendering itſelf 
eternally happy. But through our Perverſe- 
neſs this Freedom of the Will often becomes 
a Snare to us. But the Freedom of God's 
Will, which is directed by the moſt perfect 
Wiſdom and Purity, is indeed the Perfection 
of the Divine Nature, becauſe by this he is 


always determined to chooſe the beſt. And 


thus we ſee God to be an infinite perfect Spi- 
rit, who thinks moſt clearly, who perceives 
all Things, who is the Creator and firſt Mover 
of Matter, who acts freely and always for 
the beſt. ' It muſt be confeſſed our Idea of 
God is imperfe&, and fo is our Knowledge of 
any Thing elſe. 

The ſecond Diſſertation on the ſame Text 
conſiſts of the following Heads. 1. To 
ſhew what is meant by worſhipping God in 
Spirit and Truth. 2, To ſet afide a wrong 


Meaning given by ſome to the Phraſe of 


worſhipping God in Spirit, as if it meant ut- 
tering Prayers and Praiſes without Premedi- 
tation, 3. To ſhew how far ſpiritual Wor- 
ſhip excludes outward Expreſſions of it, and 
the Uſe of bodily Things in the Service of 
God. 4. That in order to worſhip God in 
Spirit, one very proper Means is to worſhip 

RD him 
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him by ſtated Forms of Prayer. 5. The 
great Excellency and Acceptableneſs of ſpi- 
ritual Worſhip. 

The next Diſcourſe, which is the firſt in 
the ſecond Volume of Mr. Johnſon's Poſtiiu- 
mous Works, is his Sermon preached at Can- 
terbury Schocl-Feaſt. To which is prefixed 
a Preface' to prove that there were no alpha- 
betical Letters before Moſes, The writing 
with Hieroglyphicks, as the Egyptians did, 
or with ſuch Characters as are uſed by the 
Chineſe, where every Character marks a 
Word, he grants may be older than Mo/es, 
only maintains that to contrive to expreſs all 
Words that may be ſpoken in any Language 
by Means of little more than twenty Cha- 
raters or Letters is beyond human Inven- 
tion, and that Mofes was taught by God, 
and that the firſt Writing in alphabetical Let- 
ters was the ten Commandments written by 
God himſelf on two Tables of Stone, The 
Sermon which follows this Preface has for its 
Text Numb. XI. 29. Would God that all the 
Lord's People were Prophets. Here he ſhews | 
the Meaning of this Wiſh of Moſes, which 


depends on the Signification of the Word 


Prophets. All will agree that whatſoever 
that Exerciſe was, wherein the Seventy toge- 
ther with Eldud and Medud were employed, 
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| was propheſying. Then he ſhews there 
were Prophets in the higheſt Senſe, who re- 
| ceived Revelations immediately from God: 
And Prophets in a ſecondary Senſe, who re- 
ceived ſuch Revelations from ſuperior Pro- 
phets, in order to teach and inſtru others. 


And ſuch was the Employ of theſe ſeventy 
Elders. But if this was their only Buſineſs, 


- what Occaſion for the particular Effuſion of 
God's Spirit on them? For Moſes expreſsly 
ſays, when the Spirit reſted upon them they 
propheſied. And indeed if theſe Elders had 
before known to read, there had been no 
Occaſion for an extraordinary Aſſiſtance from 
the Divine Spirit. But as Moſes had but 
newly learned this excellent Art, theſe Elders 
were ignorant of it as well as others, There- 
| fore it is ſaid, God took of the Spirit that was 
upon Moſes, and gave it to the ſeventy 
| Elders, Thus this Knowledge of Letters, 
which by the Spirit was conferred on Moſes, 
was communicated ta the ſeventy Elders, that 
ſo they might read and write with uniform 
Harmony. And it is not conceivable how 
this ſhould be done by Men wholly illiterate 
by mere human Aſſiſtance in ſo ſhort a Time 
as the Occaſion required. And it well de- 
ſerves our Notice, that by taking Prophecy 
in this true genuine Senſe, that is for reading 
exactly 
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exactly e Scriptis, what had been firſt writ- 
ten by a ſuperior Prophet, there will be no 
Occafion to diſguiſe the laſt Words of the 
2 5th Verſe, (as our Eng/i/h Tranſlation does) 
we may tranſlate them as the Greeks do, and 
as the Hebrew clearly fignifies, viz. they 
propheſied and added not. They read ſuch 
Leſſons as Moſes had aſſigned them without 
making any Additions of their own, And 
Moſes's With is, that all the Lord's People 
were ſuch Prophets, that is, able to read the 
Divine Law. 
The next Diſcourſe, which is the firſt | 
of thoſe he had not prepared for the Preſs, | 
is a Sermon preached at the Viſitation held at 
Aſhford in Kent, on Luke XXII. 29, 30. 
J appoint unto you a Kingdom, as the Father | 
hath appointed unto me, that ye may eat and | 
drink at my Table in my Kingdom, and fit on | 
twelve Thrones, judging the twelve Tribes of | 
Tirael. From which Words he ſhews, 1. That | 
the Apoſtles were intended by Chriſt to be | 
the chief ſtanding Governors of the Church, | 
2. That this Authority was not to dye with: | 
them, but to be tranſmitted to others ſucceſ- | 
ſively to the World's End. 
The next Diſcourſe is of the Nature and | 
Office of the Holy Angels, from P/al. CIII. 
20. O praiſe the Lord, ye Angels of his, ye | 
that | 
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that excel in Strength, and hearken to the 


Voice of his Words, He proves from Joh 
XXXVIII. 6, 7. That Angels were created 
before the Earth, that they are the Prime of 
God's Creatures, excelling in Knowledge, 
and in Power or Strength, all other Beings 
except God alone: He proves alſo from Luke 
XX. 35, 36. That they have Bodies, though 
not groſs, heavy, or cumberſome, ſuch as 
ours are now, but ſuch heavenly Bodies as 
the Saints ſhall have at the Reſurrection, and 
to all Eternity. Such Bodies as may glide 
like Lightning to the moſt diſtant Regions of 
the Univerſe, without feeling any more Diffi- 
culty in aſcending than in deſcending : Bo- 
dies which they can enlarge or contract at 
Diſcretion, and render viſible or inviſible at 
Pleaſure. | 

The laſt Diſcourſes amongſt his Poſthu- 


mous Works are four Sermons. 1, On the 


Death and Reſurrection of Chriſt, from Acis 


II. 31, 32. 2. Of God's extraordinary 
Grace to St. Paul, on 1 Tim. I. 14. 3. Of 
the Neceſſity, Hardſhip and Miſſion of Chri- 
ſtian Paſtors, on Matt. IX. 38. And 4. The 
Holineſs of Times and Places, on Levit. 

XIX. zo. 
The firſt Volume of the Yade-Mecum 
ſhews, that Mr. Johnſon was well {killed in 
3 | the 
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the preſent Conſtitution of the Church of 
England. And the ſecond Volume has ma- 
nifeſted his Skill in the Conſtitution of the 


Primitive Church. His Propitiatory Obla- 


tion, and his two Volumes of the Unbloody 
Sacrifice, and his Primitive Communicant, 
(which he had prepared for the Preſs, but 
which was not publiſhed till fince his Death) 
diſcover him to have been a perfect Maſter of 
the weighty Subject there treated of, and are 
a ſtanding Evidence that no Man in this Age, 
or for many Ages paſt, had a clearer or better 
Notion of the only true and proper Chriſtian 
Sacrifice than himſelf. And theſe Books, 
together with the ſecond Volume of the 
Vade-Mecum, are a full Proof, that he was 
excellently well verſed in the Doctrine, Diſ- 
cipline, and Forms of Divine Worthip, taught 
and practiſed in the truly Ancient, Catholick, 
and Apoſtolick Church. Thetwo Volumes of 
Engliſh Conſtitutions, &c. ſhew him to have 
been well verſed in the original Conſtitution of 
the Church of England. His Paraphraſe on 
the Pſalms in Vindication of the old Tranſla- 
tion, as printed in our Common-Prayer Book, 
ſthews that he was not only well read in the 
Holy Scriptures, but that he well underſtood 


the original Languages, the Hebrew and 


Greek, in which they were originally written, 
and 
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and had ſtudied them not only in our Engliſb 
Tranſlation, but alſo in thoſe original Tongues, 
And indeed fo perfect was he in the original 


were written, and in the Scriptures them- 
ſelves, that if in Converſation the Meaning 
of any Text was enquired and quoted ac- 
cording to our Engliſh Tranſlation, he ſeldom 
failed to let the Inquirer know, if it was in 


the Old Teſtament, how it was in the ori- 


ginal Hebrew, and alſo in the Tranſlation of 
the Septuagint : And if it was in the New 
Teſtament, how it was in the original Greet : 
And he very ſeldom needed a Concordance to 
find any Text he had Occaſion to make Uſe 
of. 

Thoſe Poſthumous Pieces, which he de- 
ſigned for the Preſs (though they had not his 
laſt Hand, and it is probable that if he had 
lived to publiſh them himſelf, he would have 


| _ reviſed, and perhaps have altered or added to 


them in ſome Places, yet) do further diſcover 
his Learning and Judgment. In his Expla- 
nation of Daniel's Weeks, he has ſhewed us 
the true Way of interpreting the Hebrew 
Text of the Old Teſtament, without re- 


garding the Maſoritic Points either of Pauſe 


or Lection: Foraſmuch as thoſe Points were 
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invented, and introduced by the Fews ſome 
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hundreds of Years after Chriſt, not ſo much 
to fix the true Senſe of the Scriptures, as to 
give the Scriptures ſuch a Senſe as ſhould be 
molt agreeable to their own Notions, and by 
which they hoped to be better able to make 
the Prophecies concerning Chriſt as intricate 
as they could, that the Chriſtians might be 
leſs able to prove Jeſus to be the Chriſt fore- 
told by the Prophets, And in this Mr, 
Johnſon is far from being particular: For 
ſince Elias Levita the Jew, Ludovicus Ca- 
pellus and others diſcovered the Novelty of 
the Maſoritic Points, the Learned in general 
have much leſs regarded them than formerly, 
and now ſcem to be of Opinion, that they 
are not to be regarded at all. And that 
where the Greek and other ancient Verſions 
agree with the Hebrew Letters as read without 
the Points, that Senſe ought to be preferred. 

Neither was Mr, Jobnſon ſingular in his 
Opinion of Mofes being the firſt that wrote 
alphabetical Letters : For Gale in his Court 
of the Gentiles, Part I. Book I. Chap. 10. 
9. 4. tells us, that St. Auguſtin, Lib. xv111. 
Cap. 39. de Civit. Dei, ſays, that the He- 
brew Letters (which he ſuppoſes to be the 
moſt ancient) began from the Law given by 
Moſes, And that Ludovicus Vives in his 
Notes on thoſe Words of St. Auguſlin, ſays, 
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* 'The vulgar Opinion both of Chriſtians 
te and Hebrews is, that Hebrew Letters had 
& Moſes for their Author, which Eupolemus 
* and other profane Writers do aſſert: who 
deliver that Moſes was the moſt wiſe of 
6 Men, and the Inventor of Letters.” Gale 
alſo brings ſeveral other Teſtimonies both 
from Chriſtian and Heathen Writers, to prove 
Moſes to have been the Inventor of Letters. 
But I know-not whether any before Mr. 
Fohnſon has maintained, or aſſerted, that 
Moſes could not have invented alphabetical 
Letters by the Strength of his own Genius, 
and that he was taught to write by God him- 
ſelf. And I conceive he has very fully 
proved it, 

His Diſcourſes on the Nature of God and 
of Angels, ſhew that he was well {killed in 
true Metaphyſicks, and that he knew how 
to abſtract his Mind from bodily Objects, and 
to get a true Idea of a Spirit, likewiſe how 
to expreſs his Notions in ſuch intelligible and 
plain Language, as to give to thoſe even of 
mean Capacity as full and clear an Idea of a 
Spirit, of Angels and of God himſelf, as we 
are capable of receiving, while our Souls are 
confined to theſe groſs earthly Bodies. 

Thoſe other Diſcourſes or Sermons, which 
are added to theſe he had deſigned for the 

| 7 — 1 2 | Preſs, 
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Preſs, ſhew how careful he was, and how 
diligent to inſtruct his People in the Duties 
of Chriſtianity, And that he made it his 
Endeavour, that they ſhould not only be good 
moral Men, but alſo good Chriſtians, For 
he had well and duly conſidered thoſe Words 
of the Apoſtle, Ads IV. 12. That there is 
none other Name under Heaven given among 
Men, whereby wwe muſt be ſaved, but only the 
Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And for 
this Reaſon he wrote io many Diſcourſes on 
the Holy Euchariſt, the true Chriſtian Sacri- 
tice, and by which the Chriſtian Worſhip is 
in a peculiar Manner dignified and diſtinguiſh- 
ed above all that Natural Religion can teach 
or ſuggeſt. 

And as no Prieſt was more careful and di- 


ligent to inſtru& thoſe committed to his Care 


in the Knowledge of their Duty by his Ser- 
mons and Diſcourſes, ſo was he no leſs care- 
ful to inſtruct them by his Example in a regu- 
lar Chriſtian Life. And therefore none was 
better beloved by his Pariſhioners, and all 
who had the Happineſs of his Acquaintance : 
And when we conſider his Learning, and 
his critical Skill in the Languages, propet, 
not to ſay neceſſary, for a Divine, his great 
and extenſive Knowledge of the Canons and 


its 
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its Cuſtoms and Diſcipline in the ſeveral Ages, 
from the firſt planting of the Goſpel down= 
ward even to our own Times, joined to his 
clear Underſtanding in all Chriſtian Doctrines, 
and his Capacity to teach them, and alſo his 
exemplary Life and Converfation, we may 
as juſtly ſay of him what was faid of the 
late learned Mr. Bingham, in Miſt's Journal, 
January 4, 1724. Qui Patriarchatum in 
Eccleſid meruit, Parochus obiit. 

But I need ſay no more of his Learning, 
the Extenſiveneſs of which is ſo viſible in his 
Works. His Converſation was eaſy and 
chearful, and very improving : If any one 
departed out of his Company without learning 
ſomething from him, it was his own Fault. 
He was very diligent in the Performance of 
all Parochial Duties. He read Prayers every 
Morning in his Pariſh Church, when he was 
at Home. He preached twice every Sunday : 
Frequently inſtructed Children in the Cate- 
chiſm : Adminiſtered the Holy Euchariſt 


once every Month: He was diligent in viſit- 


ing the Sick, or any other that needed his 
ghoſtly Advice or Prayers, and in a Word 
uſed all that faithful Diligence, which he 


- promiſed when he was admitted into the Or- 


der of Prieſthood. He was a dutiful Son, a 
loving Huſband, a tender and careful Father, 
an 
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an obliging kind Friend, and conſcientiouſly 
careful to diſcharge his Duty in every Relation, 

He had five Children, two Sons and three 
Daughters. But it pleaſed God to deprive 
him of his eldeſt Daughter in her Infancy, 
and likewiſe of his youngeſt Son, ſoon after 
he had bound him Apprentice to Mr. Knap- 
lock his Bookſeller. And a few Years after 
his younger Daughter died alſo in the Prime 
of her Years. Theſe, though a confidera- 
ble Loſs to ſo tender a Father, who was fond 
of all his Children, yet were not equal to the 
Loſs of his Elder, and then only Son, a Son, 
whoſe Character that I may give in few 
Words, was the perfect Reſemblance of his 
Father in Perſon, Parts and Learning. And 
being Fellow of St. John's College in Cam- 
bridge at the Time his Father wrote the 
Unbloody Sacrifice, did very much aſſiſt him, 
by making Collections for him out of ſuch 
Books as his Father had not in his own Study. 
Having taken the Degree of Bachelor of Di- 
vinity, he was preſented by the Univerſity of 
Cambridge to the Living of Standiſh in Lan- 
caſhire, worth yo. per Ann, and was 
peaceably poſſeſſed of it : But before he had 
enjoyed it one whole Year, he had the Miſ- 
fortune to break his Leg, which threw him 
into a Fever, of which he died in a few Days, 
about Chri/lmas 1723. 
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Mr. Johnſon the Father could not over- 

come this ſevere Stroke : Though as became 

a good Man, and a Chriſtian Prieſt, he in- 

termitted not his Studies, or the Duties of 

his Office on this Occaſion ; nevertheleſs from 

this Time his Strength viſibly decayed, and 

| he was afflicted with a Shortneſs of Breath, 

which increaſed upon him till he died, which 

was about two Years after his Son, upon the 

| 15th Day of December, in the Year of our 

| | Lord 1725, having juſt reached the 63d 
„I Year of his Age. 

He was buried in the Church-Yard of his 

Pariſh of Cranbrook cloſe to the Wall of the 

. | Veſtry. Over his Grave is erected a hand- 

1 | ſome Altar-Monument of grey Marble, with 


only this Inſcription, John Johnſon, VI AR. 
But on the other Side of the Wall within the 
Voeſtry, there is a Monument of white Mar- 
1 ble affixed to the Wall with the following 
I Jnfcription, 


n | | Extra 


1 Extra hunc Parietem 
| ſub Tumulo Lapideo requieſcit 
| Joannes Johnſon A. M. 
per Annos octodecim hujus Eccleſiæ Paſtor 3 
Morum Caſtitate, Ingenij Acumine, 
interioribus et reconditis Literis ornatiſſimus. 
Filius Reverendi Thomæ Johnſon 
de Frindſbury in Diœceſi Roffenſi Vicarij 
et Marie Filiz Reverendi Franciſci Drayton 
Chart parvæ hujus Diceceſeos Rectoris. 
Uxorem habuit Margaretam 
Filiam Thomæ Jenkm 
in Infula de Thanet Generoſi 
de qua quinque ſuſcepit Liberos, 
quorum quatuor ſuperſtitit, 
viz. Margaretæ in Cunabulis mortuz, 
; Thome Londini fſepulto, 
alteri Margaretz ſiniſtrà Patris dormienti 
Joanni S. T. B. de Standiſh 
in Comitatu Lancaſtrienſi ReRori, 
Paternæ Virtutis, Ingenii et Eruditionis 
Exemplari: 
Cujus poſt Mortem cum fere per Biennium 
zgre Suſpiria duxiſſet, | 
Animam Spet beatz Immortalitatis plenam 
Deo reſtituit 15* die Decembris 
A. D. 1726. Htatis 63. 
Eccleſiz Anglicanz Pugil, Schifmatis Debellator 
.... Occidit—sS! plura quzris, Scripta mortui verſato. 
Pientiſſima Filia Maria Johnſon Poſuit. 
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The Inſcription ordered for his Son's Tomb is as follows. 


H. S. E. 
Joannes Johnſon Cantianus S. T. B. 
C. D. J. Cant. Socius. Cui Senatus 
Totius Academiæ hanc Eccleſiam 
Unanimi Suffragio dederunt. Vix firmatum eſt ei 
Hoc Beneficium cum ex fracto Crure perijt. 
i Maternis Lacrymis atq; Sororijs 
1 Dile&i Capitis Fata dolentibus 
15 Naturæ Arbitrio, tunc ſuus eſt Decor. 
It f Aſt tu, Gnate, Viris-flebilis occidis 
1 Virtutem et Sacra Jura colentibus : 
i Nulli flebilior quam mihi bis Patri. 
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